
2017-18 INDEPENDENT MIDGET/HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 
 
The Cincinnati Swords board of directors is pleased to announce our Midget and High School program for 
the 2017-18 season.  We have formed a high school committee to work specifically on providing an 
appropriate hockey environment for our 2002, 2001, 2000 and 1999 birth year skaters.  For first time, 
unlike SQ, PW and BT, the Midget group includes all four birth years.   
 
The committee continues to explore playing opportunities outside the CHSCHL (Cincinnati High School Club 
Hockey League) including showcase opportunities with teams from Columbus and Cleveland and outreach 
to other programs to be included in league play.   
 
We plan to form a merged Midget/High School team as well as pure Varsity and Junior Varsity High School 
teams.  The goal will be to form the strongest teams possible to be competitive in our league and also at 
the Buckeye Cup (Ohio’s high school’s state club championship tournament).   
 
Team Formation:  We are currently planning for a minimum of three teams.  Final team numbers and 
configurations will be based on our registrations.  Team placement (Midget, Varsity or Junior Varsity) will 
be based on the overall evaluation of the skaters’ skills.  Here are the team opportunities and a brief 
description of each. 
 

1. U18 Midget/Varsity High School Team – We are planning a U18/Varsity team which will play in the 
CHSCHL (Cincinnati High School Club Hockey League) and also play an independent schedule of 
games.  The team is looking at potentially participating in the BTHL U18 Division, a newly forming 
Little Ceasars South league, an independent schedule of showcases or a combination of these.  The 
coaching staff will include Dave Reno as head coach and Don Biggs as player development coach.  
The estimated cost for this team will be $2,300-$2,500.   
 

2. Varsity High School Team – We are planning a Varsity team that will play in the CHSCHL.  The high 
school committee reached out to other clubs and did some benchmarking within the CHSCHL and 
also club teams in the Columbus and Cleveland regions.  It was determined that our Varsity team 
will benefit from more practice and game ice to be competitive in and out of league.  We have done 
a major overhaul to this program.  The coaching staff will include John Clisham as head coach and 
Ellen Metz as assistant coach.  The estimated cost for this expanded Varsity Program is $1,850.  We 
have modified our program to include: 
 
a. 44 1.0 hour individual team practices (2 1.0 hours per week) 
b. 15 90 minute home games 
c. OVHOA officials for home games  
d. OVHOA admin fee 
e. CHSCHL League Fee 
f. Swords admin fee of $100 
g. 2 jerseys with name/number & socks 

 
3. Junior Varsity High School Team(s) – We are planning a Junior Varsity team.  The JV team will play in 

the B Bracket of the BTHL against other JV programs.  This past season, NKY, IHWC, Troy and West 
Virginia fielded JV programs.  Our JV team will be head coached by Greg Drach.  The estimated cost 
for this team will be $1,400 and includes:      
 



a. 22 1.0 hour shared practice 
b. 22 1.5 hour individual team practice 
c. 10 90 minute home games 
d. OVHOA officials for home games 
e. OVHOA admin fee 
f. BTHL League Fee 
g. Swords admin fee of $100 
h. 2 jerseys with name/number & socks 
 

4. Bantam Player Option (2003 AND High School Freshman):  If your skater is a 2003 AND will be a high 
school freshman for the 2017-18 school year, you have the option of registering them as a Bantam 
Skater or as a JV Skater.  If you want your 2003 skater to continue as a Bantam player, please 
register them in the 2003 Birth Year Registration program and they should attend the 2003 Birth 
Year All Call on April 23 which is divided by alphabet.  If you want your 2003 skater to be considered 
for a JV team, please register them in the 2002 Birth Year Registration Program and they should 
attend the 2002 All Call on April 23 at 12 noon.  Participation on a JV team will be subject to 
approval of the association based on each skater’s evaluation.  If the association does not feel a 
skater is ready for play at the JV level, the skater will be asked to play at the Bantam level. 
 

Tryout Schedule:  We have modified the tryout schedule expanding it to a week versus forcing it all into one 
weekend.  The tryout schedule has been posted on the website at www.swordshockey.com.  As with prior 
years, the first evaluation is an all-call by birth year.  This first all-call is the skills assessment portion of our 
tryouts and attendance is mandatory.  As a reminder, the tryout schedule is subject to change based on 
registration numbers and team formations.  We will update the website as quickly as possible. 
 
Registration:  Registrations will open on April 1, 2017 or as soon as possible after USA Hockey opens their 
2017-18 registration.  You must have a 2017-18 USA Hockey number to register on our website.   The 
registration fee will be $75 if paid by Monday, April 10.   After April 10, the registration fee increases to 
$100.  This fee covers the cost of ice, pinnies and administrative costs. 
 
Excused Absence:   It is expected that all players trying out for any team attend the tryouts.  However, if a 
skater is injured or has a legitimate reason they are unable to attend a tryout, the skater must contact the 
office at swordsoffice@gmail.com.   The coaching committee and coaching staff will work to provide as fair 
an opportunity as possible. 
 
Jersey/Equipment Order:   
 
Midget Travel/HS team players will need to have the following items as part of their team package – gold 
home jersey and socks, black away jersey and socks, and team warm up top and bottom.  Coaches may 
require additional items and we will let you know this as soon as teams are selected if there are additional 
items you will need.  All purchases will be made through an online store on the website similar to past 
years.  We will be working with a narrow time frame as custom jersey production takes a minimum of 90 
days so the order needs to be placed on June 1st for a September 1st delivery.   
 
High School Teams (Varsity and JV) will have their jerseys and socks provided as part of their team fees.  
 
Team Financial Information:  Any player accepting a spot on any team will be expected to pay an initial 
team deposit of $300 no later than Friday May 5.  With all teams being announced in the same timeframe, 

http://www.swordshockey.com/
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it is critical that players do not delay confirming their intentions so we can make any appropriate roster 
adjustments.  No refunds (or transfers) will be given for the initial team payment which signifies a skater’s 
acceptance of a spot on the team.  Additionally, all Swords teams will have a monthly payment due on or 
before the first of each month (July through November).  Any additional payments made will be refunded 
only in the case where a skater relocates outside the greater Cincinnati area (more than 100 miles) or is 
unable to participate due to injury substantiated by a doctor.  In the case of relocation or injury, refunds 
will be prorated based on a calculation of the % of total ice time the team has utilized at the time a decision 
to not play is communicated to the affected head coach and the organization’s treasurer (less the 
tryout/registration fee and the initial team payment as outlined above).  Note that the Refund Policy is 
included in your initial registration and is also posted on the Swords website at www.swordshockey.com. 
 
We are very excited about the upcoming 2017-18 season.  Please email Chris Woycke at 
cwoycke43@gmail.com with any questions.  We will be continuing to provide updated information as soon 
as possible for our families. 
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